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BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Today's date is 
December 14, 2001. The time is 2:51 p.m. I'm 
Battalion Chief Robert Burns, Safety Battalion, New 
York City Fire Department, conducting an interview 
with -- 

FIREFIGHTER CHYRIWSKI: Firefighter Robert 
Chyriwski of Engine Company 3. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: -- in regards to the 
events of September 11, 2001. 

Q. If you would, Rob, in your own words, tell us 
what happened on that day. 

A. Okay. That day, of course, we're all sitting 
in the kitchen and then I see the news come on and 
something has hit No. 1 World Trade. Before you know 
it, we get the call to ride down there. Knowing that 
it was a high-rise building -- and on the assignment we 
notice, you know, we had the high-rise unit in quarters 
and it wasn't on the ticket -- I merely got on the 
phone to call the dispatcher. I said do you want us to 
take the high-rise unit? In all this madness that 
might have been going on in the command center at the 
dispatcher's office, they said take everything you 
got. 


So we automatically just started riding down, 
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and on our way down we heard over the radio the staging 
area will be on West Street. So right around when I 
hit Canal Street and Varick, I headed down West 

Street. I parked on West Street. The guys got out. I 
wanted to get in better position by 1 World Trade 
because we had gotten there before the second plane had 
hit 2 World Trade. So in the whole madness of things, 
I tried to reposition the rig and tried to get a 
hydrant. So I tried further down West Street, which 
I'm probably right around across from the hotel, the 
Marriott, when I hear this loud noise, this crash. 
That's when the second plane hit Tower 2. 

So I managed to turn around and head back up 
north towards 1 World Trade, not knowing what had 
happened, that it was a plane that hit. But upon 
meeting up with my members on West Street by 1 World 
Trade, I was told that another airplane hit 2 World 
Trade. Right then and there I knew we were under 
attack. 

Chief Ganci wanted to clear out the -- I 
guess it was the bike path or pedestrian walkway, 
whatever, just to line up all ambulances because he 
thought there was just going to be hundreds of 


casualties. I had to reposition the fire truck at 
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least two times, and by doing so I ended up further 
north and west and the truck ended up by 3 World 
Financial Center. We also had the high-rise unit with 
us and that ended up being parked under the pedestrian 
bridge that crosses over West Street that links 6 World 
Trade with 3 World Financial Center. So it was 
directly underneath there. 

Then 39 Engine, which has high-rise two, they 
pull up. So they pull up close to our truck and they 
were kind of like in the scuffle trying to position 
rigs. Chief Ganci was telling them to move here 
because he wanted to make a clear way for ambulances. 

I ended up hooking up with the chauffeur from 39 Engine 
because he was high-rise, too, and we kind of like 
worked together with our equipment, and one thing led 
to the next. We were just standing there waiting for 
orders. Engine 3 was pretty much still waiting on what 
news to hear from the Chief, what they're going to use, 
what type of equipment. 

I took a walk over to the high-rise unit to 
try to set things up to pull the ramp out because we 
had the bottles in there and that's the only way that 
you really get the heavy stuff out, the cylinders. 


Then I just look up at 1 World Trade and see what's 
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going on and it was just like it seemed hopeless, like 
what can we possibly do with the people just falling 
out of the windows left and right and not knowing how 
we can get this equipment up there. 

Then I look and I see Mayor Giuliani and Von 
Essen and Nigro and a whole entourage walking south. I 
don't know exactly where they were going, but I saw 
them. Then I went back to 3 Engine, which I said was 
by 3 World Financial Center, and I was with the 
chauffeur from 39 Engine just waiting to find out what 
we would do. One thing led to the next and my company, 
3 Engine, came back and they didn't get an assignment 
yet. 

Then I see Captain Danny Brethel. He needed 
a face piece for his mask because, I guess, within the 
scuffle of getting out that morning. I went into the 
rig engine and gave him a face piece and that's the 
last I saw of him. 

Another one of my members was detailed to 26 
Engine. He was like an extra man. He jumped on a rig 
and he didn't have a mask. So he came up to me and I 
gave him my chauffeur's mask so he can go operate, and 
he ended up hooking with 12 Truck because he missed 26 


Engine going in. His name was Adam Mazy. 
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I guess one thing led to the next. We were 
just standing there looking at all this chaos going on, 
the two towers just burning, and before you know it, 
I'm just hearing this loud roar and I look up and I 
just see this big cloud coming down. That was when 2 
World Trade started to come down. People were just 
saying run, run. So I just took off. 

I started running north and then I head west 
down Vesey Street, and I guess I ran down until I got 
to North End. There was another block and I started 
running north again, and luckily I was able to beat out 
the whole dust cloud. I didn't get enveloped in it. 

It seemed, when everything just calmed down, 
I started walking back, and at that point I thought I 
had lost the guys from 3 because I thought they might 
have been in there, or wherever they were, they didn't 
get out. But luckily we hooked up back on Vesey 
Street. They were looking for me. I was looking for 
them. We met and at that point we were told by the 
Chief from 6th Battalion, I can't remember his name, 
that everybody just retreat to the River Terrace, on 
Vesey Street and the River Terrace, everybody just go 
there. 


Pretty much we stayed there and we were 


R. CHYRIWSKI 


helping out victims. Victims were coming in. Ferries 
were coming in, taking the injured to Jersey. We were 
helping with the civilians and firefighters, helping 
them move along the way, getting on these ferries, and 
the next thing you know, Tower 1 collapses, it's on its 
way down, and at that point everything just seemed 
hopeless, the way you felt. 

Then we just started walking further north. 
We were all together. Engine 3, our company was 
together, and we walked to Stuyvesant High School, and 
that's pretty much where we ended up for the rest of 
the day. 

BATTALION CHIEF BURNS: Okay. That concludes 


our interview. Thanks, Rob. The time is 2:59 p.m. 


